

ADOPTED 2/13/07


Introduced by Council Members Ray, Alvarez, Brown, Clark, Copeland, Corrigan, Daniels, Davis, Fussell, Graham, Hyde, Jenkins, Johnson, Jones, Lockett-Felder, Self, Shad and Yates:    

RESOLUTION 2007-69-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING AMERICAN LEGION POST 283, SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION SQUADRON 283, AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY UNIT 283, AND THE AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS GROUP 283 OF ARLINGTON, JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA WHO ARE DONATING THEIR TIME AND SERVICES TO THE SPINOZA “BUDDY BEAR PROJECT”, A PROJECT DESIGNED TO PROVIDE COMFORT TO CHILDREN IN NEED OF CARE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
the American Legion Post 283, Sons of the American Legion Squadron 283, and American Legion Auxiliary Unit 283, and the American Legion Riders Group 283 of Arlington, Jacksonville, Florida have initiated a sponsorship of the Spinoza “Buddy Bear Project”; and
WHEREAS, the Spinoza “Buddy Bear Project” was created by the Spinoza Company from St. Paul Minnesota, and is a community based program designed to help children physically, psychologically, and emotionally endure symptoms and procedures that are often painful and frightening; and develops affectionate bonds between these children and their bears, who provide them unconditional love while helping them cope with fear and pain; and 

WHEREAS, the “Spinoza Bears” are not only cuddly, but also comes with nine audio cassettes which can be played in a cassette player tucked in his tummy as well as being able to play recorded taped messages from families and friends; all to comfort the children who frequently suffer from chronic and life threatening illnesses, and major organ failure; 

WHEREAS, the American Legion Post 283 groups have partnered with Wolfson Children’s Hospital where the majority of “Spinoza Bears” are distributed; and
WHEREAS,
the American Legion Post 283 groups have expanded the “Spinoza Bears” program to include various homes for neglected and abused children, and family service centers on military establishments; and

WHEREAS,
this program has served to provide needed self esteem and love to these children, and allows the children to better express their feelings and emotions; and a copy of current literature on the program is on file, with the Division of Legislative Services; and
WHEREAS,
the City of Jacksonville finds that the American Legion Post 283 groups should be commended for a project that is worthwhile and deserving; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends American Legion Post 283, Sons of the American Legion Squadron 283, American Legion Auxiliary Unit 283, and the American Legion Riders Group 283 of Arlington, Jacksonville, Florida for their participation in the “Spinoza Bear Project” and for enhancing the lives and recoveries of deserving children. 


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

          /s/ Steven E. Rohan__________

Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Steven E. Rohan
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